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WINCHESTER 1892 SHORT HISTORY

Designed by John M. Browning to replace the Model 1873, the 1892
Winchester rifle became one of the most popular lever actions of all time.
It was based on his Model 1886, but reduced in size and chambered for
the popular short cartridges used in the Winchester 1873, it was found to
be mechanically stronger and cost less to produce than the ‘73, with a
total 1,004,675 manufactured from 1892 through 1941 in both solid and
takedown variations. The Model 1892 is the epitome of an easy shooting
lever and saddle gun. Simplification of the elevator and feeding system
gave the 1892 a much smoother action than previous models. This makes
1892 replicas very popular with Cowboy competitors. Armi Sport has
developed this line of lever action for the sport of Cowboy Action
Shooting. The most attention has been paid to the internal parts treat are
CNC machined from solid steel, all are interchangeable with each other,
screw thread in inches not mm, all parts highly polished and hardened to
allow the smoothest action.
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Warnings

Armi Sport is not responsible for damage to objects caused by misuse of the gun or for
injuries to person or animals, or in case of death, caused voluntarily or involuntarily by
the gun user.
Armi Sport is not responsible for injuries caused by a bad maintenance, misuse of the
gun, unauthorized modification or authorized but improperly made modification.
Armi Sport declines responsibility for any injuries or death of person or animals, objects
caused by use of the gun in any manner.

The gun you own is a trustful 19th century replica of an 1892 Lever Action.
Consequently the safety devices on it are limited to the technological knowledge of the
period. Therefore the risks in using a gun like this are higher compared to a modern
concept gun.
Now the better knowledge of your 1892 Lever Action may help to avoid serious injuries
due to lack of safety devices.
Read the entire manual and learn to the use of the gun properly without ammunition.
You must understand the product that you are using. The life of the people close to you
may depend on your safety.
If the manual is not clear, please contact the dealer where you bought the gun or call the
distributor or the manufacturer.
At the end of this manual you will find our address and phone numbers.

All the guns are tested in the Armi Sport facility. To guarantee the gun is safe, it is sent
to the National Proof House of Gardone Val Trompia for proof testing.
The Proof House test the firearm with heavy loads then checks the barrel, chamber and
headspace to make certain the firearm is safe for use with standard factory ammunition.
The National Proof House will put their markings on the gun, according to the Italian
law, certifying the gun is qualified and can be sold.
All disputes will be settled by the Court of Brescia, Italy.
This manual should follow the gun also in case of Ownership’s change

This manual should follow the gun also in case of
Ownership’s change

1. Read instructions carefully before use.

2. Be aware that you are handling a firearm, therefore your knowledge and behaviour
may affect your life and those of the people close to you. When used improperly a
firearm can be dangerous and cause loss of life.

3. Reading the manual and the careful examination of the gun are fundamental.

4. After use, leave firearm in a safe place, not accessible to others.

5. Keep guns and ammunitions out of reach of children.

6. Store gun in a clean dry place after use to avoid rust in mechanical parts that may
cause serious problems in functioning.

7. After use it is always recommended to clean, oil and lubricate the gun with good
quality oil. Read chapter on ordinary maintenance - page 16

8. The gun must be stored unloaded, check chamber magazine and the action for ammu-
nition placing in before storage.

9. There is no modem safety on this gun. The only safety is the hammer half cock, read
chapter on use page 7. Make sure it is unloaded during transporting. Mechanical safety
devices can fail. Developing good safety habits is the best way to prevent accidents.

10. Keep away from fire or heating sources.

11. Reloaded ammunition can cause serious personal injury and damage to the firearm.
The use of reloaded ammo voids warranty on barrel and receiver.

12. Do not carry a loaded gun with a live round in the chamber. Always keep the muzzle
pointed in a safe direction.

13. Always check to ensure that the barrel is free of obstructions before loading.

14. After use, clean with appropriate oil. Avoid grease or oil build up that can cause
excessive pressure and result in serious personal injuries. Before using the gun again,
inspect the barrel and chamber to make certain that there are no patches or other
obstructions in the bore. Remove any oil residue with rod and patch before shooting.
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15. Keep barrel, chamber and action free of rust. Rust in the barrel and chamber can
cause excessive pressures resulting in serious injury. A rusted, pitted or eroded barrel
should be replaced.

16. Always wear shooting glasses when shooting to protect your eyes.

17. Use hearing protection to prevent hearing loss from repeated exposure to gunfire.
18. Never alter any parts of your gun. Any alteration may cause serious personal injury
and cancels warranty.

19. Only a qualified gunsmith may service the gun for repair or serious maintenance.

20. Pay attention during ejection of an empty case, it is up and slightly to the right, the
empty shell could strike the shooter or bystanders.

21. Wash hands thoroughly after shooting and handling firearms to remove lead
residues.

22. Use only ammunition for which the gun is chambered as indicated on the barrel. Use
of different calibers may cause serious injury to the shooter or bystanders.

23. In case of misfire, keep the barrel pointed in a safe direction and manually extract
the ammunition from chamber.

24. Do not use misfired cartridges.

25. Armi Sport declines any responsibility for misuse of the gun.

26. In case of alteration of the gun Armi Sport declines any civil and penal responsibili-
ty and will not refund any damage.

27, The user is responsible for injuries or damages caused to himself or to third person.

28. Do not use alcohol or drugs before or during shooting sessions and handling guns.

29. When shooting if you hear a weak detonation or different sound, stop shooting,
unload the gun and verify immediately the barrel for damages or obstructions.

30. Never run with a loaded gun, do not cross a fence with a loaded gun without having
your gun unloaded and in safety position.
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The 1892 lever action rifle is a gun that left a mark in the American history at the end
of 19th century.
Armi Sport has reproduced a replica as close as possible to the original gun. Magazine
tube located below the barrel can take 10 to 14 shells according to calibers. (In the
European version the number is limited to five due to local legislation). The safety
(only half cock hammer) works the same as the original gun. Pay attention to safety.
The Take Down version is extremely easy to transport thanks to the length reduction
and furthermore allows the change of caliber with an interchangeable barrel (see chart).
This rifle is very well known also for the use in western movies.

Instruction for use

Firmly shoulder your gun before firing, hold the forend, having the buttplate well
against your shoulder to reduce recoil.
Chamber the cartridge swinging the lever, then close it completely. During this action,
the shell will go from the magazine tube through the receiver and up in the barrel cham-
ber.
Take aim and when on target, squeeze the trigger.
Now to extract the empty shell from the chamber, open the lever briskly.
The extractor will eject the shell that will be thrown up and slightly on the right side.
While the shell is ejected, a new cartridge is coming into the receiver and when the
lever is closed the loading cycle is completed.
During this phase strictly follow the recommendations shown in “Warning” paragraph
concerning the safety aspects for you and bystanders.

Loading the magazine

First check the caliber of the ammunition to be the same as indicated on the barrel.
Failure to follow this instruction can result in severe damage to your gun and possible
serious injury to yourself or others

With the muzzle pointed in a safe direction, the lever must be completely closed to load
the magazine. The hammer must not be cocked. With thumb securing bummer pull the
trigger and slowly lower the hammer.
Press the loading gate inward with the tip of the first cartridge until all but the rim has
entered the loading gate, then insert the next cartridge in the same manner, pushing the
preceding cartridge into the magazine.
Repeat this procedure with each cartridge, but push the last cartridge past the end of the
loading gate, allowing the gate to snap closed. Do not exceed the recommended capacity
of the magazine.
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Finger position when levering

Put the fingers (we suggest
middle, ring and little fingers)
in the loading lever loop.
IMPORTANT: the forefinger
must be always kept out of the
triggerguard and away from
the trigger not to risk an
accidental discharge.
The thumb should be kept
outward far from the hammer.
When the lever is completely
forward you can see the shell
going through the magazine to
the receiver.
Close the lever also with firm
and smooth action.
During this phase, the breech bolt has cocked the hammer.

Hammer in safety position

Hammer in safety position is strictly
recommended when firing is not imminent
and cartridge is chambered
Hammer is at full cocked position when the
action is cycled using the lever, now you can
put in safety position. Place your thumb on
the hammer and firmly bold it. While holding
the hammer back, apply just enough pressure
on the trigger to release it and gently lower
the hammer. When the hammer is resting on

the firing pin pull it slightly rearward until you hear the half cock click. This is the
original safety position, if you pull the trigger, the hammer will not be released. To
start shooting you have to pull the hammer back to the full cock position. Now
you’re ready to shoot.

Rear sight adjustment

The rear sight is manually
adjustable to shoot higher or lower
by moving the rear sight ramp by
one or more notches.
This adjustment will allow the rear
sight to be adjusted lower or
higher.
It’s possible to adjust the rear
sight for windage by following 
these steps:
- loosen the screw on the
upper front side of the
sight.
- Take a non-marking brass,  plastic or fiber hammer and gently tap the rear sight
base to the left or to the right according to the  direction you wish to move the
point of aim.
- Tighten the screw again.

Front sight adjustment

Front sight is also adjustable by
loosening the specific screw.
The front sight will move left or
right direction.
When placed in correct position,
tighten the screw again.
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Main spring regulating screw

The power of the hammer percussion on the cartridge
can be adjusted.
Use a screwdriver and work the screw shown in the
drawing by tightening the screw the spring will be
stronger. Loosening the screw the spring will be
weaker.

Area where serial number is marked under the receiver

The serial number of the gun is visible under the
receiver. It must not be removed or modified for

any reason.

Area marked by National Proof House

Homologation marks of National Proof
House are visible under the receiver near
the lever.

Area of caliber, name of manufacturer and distributor.

Marks of distributor and manufacturer, caliber
are visible in the upper area of the barrel close
to rear sight.

Take Down version

This version, previously described, maintain same way of use of the Lever Action 1892
but with barrel interchangeable.
Here is how to change or disassemble it.

1st phase: magazine tube disassembly

Open the lever under the magazine tube.
Rotate the lever counter clockwise.
During this operation the tube will slip
off.
When the tube is completely unscrewed,
open the finger lever and leave it open.
Note: light markings on the magazine
tube resulting from disassembly are
normal.
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2nd phase: barrel rotation 90°

Hold the stock in one hand and hold the forearm with the other.
Twist firmly the forearm in clockwise direction so that the barrel and the forearm rotate
90°.
Now slip off the barrel.
To reassemble the rifle repeat the process in the reverse order, keeping the lever open
during the operation.

Magazine reduction removal

In Italy the Ministry of Interior has recently limited the maximum number of cartridges
in the magazine for a rifle to be only five. This rule has obliged us to use a magazine
reduction. In other countries, where this limitation is not required, the device may be
removed. Please check the drawing below carefully prior to proceeding with this opera-
tion. WARNING: the magazine reduction cannot and must not be removed in the coun-
tries where the law require this limit. ARMI SPORT declines any responsibility on the
violation of the device where there is such a rule, the person that will attempt with tam-
pering will do it at his own danger and risk. Please verify local legislation before any
attempt of modification to the magazine capacity

When the rod has been taken off, replace the plug in its seat. In Take Down version
there are two screws to disassemble.
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Ordinary and extraordinary maintenance

• Before performing any cleaning procedures, always make certain there

are no cartridges in the chamber, magazine or action.

• “Ordinary maintenance” refers to actions the user should take to keep

the gun in good working conditions.

• “Extraordinary maintenance” means to replace broken parts and there-

fore disassemble the gun. In this case only authorized personnel may or

qualified gunsmith should take action.

• You should clean your Model 1892 after every day of shooting and

more often if it becomes excessively dirty. Your qualified gun shop will

suggest which lubricant would be better to use.

• Check the action to be smooth, in case the lever becomes hard to work,

check internally for residue or fragments of leads or other debris.

• If the problem persists your gun should be taken to a qualified gunsmith

to be examined carefully.

• Do not use pure silicon or lanolin.

• After extended period of heavy use or inactivity, your gun should be

taken to a qualified gunsmith to have the action disassembled for profes-

sional cleaning and lubrication. • In the following pages you will find

exploded views with parts list.

• When ordering parts, it’s important to specify date of purchase, serial

number, model, caliber and item reference of the part needed.

• If the gun has a problem that you cannot fix, DO NOT FIRE it but send

it to an authorized center for a check-up.

• Below are some suggestions to solve common malfunctions.
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EXPLODED VIEW 1892 LEVER ACTION
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EXPLODED VIEW 1892 LEVER ACTION TAKE DOWN
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EXPLODED VIEW 1892 LEVER ACTION CARBINE
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Armi Sport limited warranty

Limited warranty declaration

* 1892 Lever Action 1 year

* 1892 Lever Action Take Down 1 year

* 1892 Lever Action carbine 1 year

*In all different calibers and variations seen on the chart shown at pages 6-7 of this

manual.

Limited warranty extension

Armi Sport guarantee to the customers that Armi Sport products above specified do not

show any manufacture defect and will work for the specified time, starting from date of

purchase. The customer should keep a proof of purchase.

Armi Sport limited warranty covers only normal use of the product and would not apply

in any case of:

Poor maintenance or modification of any kind and improper use of the product.

In case of use of non original parts the warranty will be void or any assistance contract

made by the customer will be void.

Use of reloaded ammo voids warranty on barrel and action in regards to damage result-

ing from pressures.

If during warranty period Armi Sport will find a part to be defective, it will be replaced.
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A NOTE ABOUT HISTORICAL FIREARM DESIGNS

Armi Sport  proudly manufactures f inely crafted f irearms product  pro-
duced to famous historical  designs.  These f irearms are manufactured
using precise modern machinery and high quali ty modern materials .
They are fai thful  reproductions of  f i rearms original ly designed in the
nineteenth century;  however,  in choosing to own or use historical
f irearms the user  has to recognize that  there have been signif icant
advances in f i rearms design and safety in the hundred years  or  more
since these f irearms were designed.  Armi Sport  manufactures these
guns not  as  s tate  of  the ar t  f i rearms,  but  as  historical ly s ignif icant
f irearms for  the collector .  I t  is  vi tal  that  the user  be famil iar  with his
f irearm and possible safety r isks that  may be present  in the design.
Most  s ignif icantly,  the user  should real ize that  the designs of  safet ies  -
or  even the presence of  adequate safet ies  -vary s ignif icant ly on histori-
cal  designs and do not  offer  the protection against  accidental  discharge
that  modem firearms safet ies  achieve.
Similarly,  any f irearm that  is  designed to be f ired using black powder
(or  Pyrodex) has basic r isks not  found in modern cartr idge f irearms.
Black powder is  a  dangerous explosive and has to be used and handled
with extreme caution.  The sl ightest  miscalculat ion or  carelessness with
black powder f irearms can result  in serious injuries to the user .
The frame and barrel  are not  warranted for  damage caused by reloaded
ammunit ion.


