AT LAST! THE WINCHESTER 1876 .45-60

IS REBORN.COWBOY ACTION SHOOTERS
GET A 10-SHOT BIG-BORE REPEATER.

MIKE “DUKE” VENTURINO

PHOTOS: YVONNE VENTURINO

ack in the 1870’s, Winchester leverguns were
selling like hotcakes. People liked the idea of
blazing away large numbers of rounds in short

order. (Hey, they weren’t much different from a lot of
today’s shooters, were they?) Winchester’s dilemma came
from their rifle’s power factor. In short, it wasn’t much.

By 1876 Winchester had only intro-
duced two levergun cariridges. The
Model 1866 took the 44 Henry rim-
fire round, which popped a 200-grain
bullet out al about 1,130 fps. In terms
of muzzle energy, one of today's 357
Magnum revolvers can do that from a
4" barrel. Then they came oul with the
A4 WCF (44-40) round along with
the Model 1873 lever gun. 1t was a real
snorter (ned) with a 200-grain bullet

at u bit over 1,300 fps. Only a pitiful
A4 Magnum revolver can’t beat that.

Real riflemen of the 1870'% laughed
at  Winchesters. “Real riflemen”
meant those who went out West with
the intention of shooting big stull like
elk, moose and bison. Indian fighters
on the other hand preferred rapid-
shooting leverguns, but that’s another
story. The big single shots of the day
mostly ook cartridges firing charges

Duke fired the Cimarmon/Uberti Model 1876 .45-60 into
his baffle box. All loads peneirated all 12, 1" pine boards.

of powder in excess of 70 grains along
with bullets weighing 370 to 350
grains. They weren’t going any faster
than 44-40 bullets, but they would
easily plow through two or more bison
if you could get the critters lined up
right. And they were accurale, too.
Competitions all the way to 1,000
yirds were fairly commaon back east.
Just like gun companies today,
Winchester wanled more market share
and to get it they needed more power
in repeating rifles. Hence, in the vear
of our nation’s Centennial, they intro-
duced the Model 1876, In essence, il
differed litile in design from their
Maodel 1873, A brass cartridge lifter
atill raised a round out of a tubular
magazine into alignment with the
chamber, That ha Fl-cm:d when the
lever was opened wﬁde coincidentally
the hammer was full cocked. When
the lever was closed. the bolt shoved
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Duke’s original Winchester Model 1876 .45-50 (top) ca
faverably with the Cimarren/Uberti new

mpares
1876 (middle). A

Cimarron/Uberti Model 1873 .44-30 (bottom) is for size comparizon.

the round into the chamber, and the
rifle was ready Lo fire. And it would
do 5o as fast as someone could run the
lever and pull the trigger.

Another feature the Model 1876
shared with Model 18735 was ils
method of locking the holt shul
with toggle links. That sort of
breech-locking system 15 generally
acknowledged as not being overly
strong. Hence, the continuous
warnings aboul only  wsing mild
ammunition in the Model 1873 today
despite the fact they might be newly
manufactured such as the Uberti ones
made in the same factory as this new
Model 1876

On Steroids

In order to make the Model 1876
accommodate  “rifle”  cartridges

1876 WINCHESTER

Maker: Alda Uberti, italy
Importer; Cimarron Arms
105 Winding Oak Road,
Fradericksburg, TX 78624
(830} 957-9090
wiww.cimarron-firearms.com

Togale link
lever achion

A5-60 (tested)
A5-75, .50-95

ACTION TYPE:

CAPACITY: glu
BARREL LENGTH: 3
OVERALL LENGTH: Ei:%
‘Il]E pounds
m Color case-hardenad
receiver, blue barrel

Buckhorn rear
blade front

STOCK: FYEILT
$1,305

W GUNSMAGAZIHE.COM

imstend of the heretofore “pistol-size™
ones of Models 1866 and 1873, Win-
chester had to make the nifle bigger.
Believe me — Lhey are! A Winchester
Model 1873 weighed aboul § pounds.
A Model 1876 goes a full 11 pounds.
A Winchester Model 1273 1n stan-
dard rifle configuration has a 24"
barrel. Model 1876 standard rifles
had 28" barrels, except those in . 50-95
caliber, which for some reason were
given 26" barrels.

When introduced, a brand new
rifle cartridge came with the Maodel
1876. Winchester called it the .45-75
WCF. Whal they tried lo do was
make a levergun cartridge to equal
the government's 45-70 in power. It
wis close, Most 45-70 factory loaded
cartridges used 70 grains of powder
(as the name implies) in straight cases
210" long with bullets rangng from
400 o 500 grains. The new 45-75
WCF was loaded with 350-grain bul-
lets and 75 grains of powder but in a
case only 1.89" long. In arder to get
that much powder in such a short
case, Winchester’s cartridge designers
had to make it bottlenecked in shape,
with the case head being of larger
diameter than the 45-T0,

Was this bottlenecked cuse a great
innovation? No way. The government
had actually tried them when devel-
oping the 45-70 and decided black
powder bottlenecked cases gave sig-
nificantly higher pressures with only
a few feet per second increase in pro-
jectile speed. Why didn't Winchester
just chamber their Model 1876 for the
A5-707 1t was too long and made the
lever throw prohibitively lengthy.

Meager Sales

From the wery beginning. the
Model 1876 didn't set any sales
records. Here's o comparisen from
Ef'un‘.‘h compiled by the Lite George

adis, an authority on Winchesters.
In 1874, the first full year of Model

The new CGimarron/Uberti Model
1875 hos an alfrachive color case-
hardened receiver and overall is o
nice gun.

The toggle-link system of locking
the breech of a Model 1876 Is
nat strang, but will suffice for the

modest pressures erated by
proper .45-60 loads. This is certainly
no candidafe for magnum pressures.

The new Cimarron/Uberti Model
1876 has the trapdoer in the
buttplate for storing a fointed
cleaning rod, as did original
Winchester Model 1876%.



A5-70 brass to 1.89" ond obtained o st of

RCBS .45-60 dies. Actually, you con relood
the 45-60 with 45-70 dies, except for the
arimping operation. | did it for a whils before
my speciol ordered dies arrived. Becouse | wos
londing o full case of black powder no erimp wos
netessary. There wos no spoce under the
for it to be pushed back into by the tubular
magazine’s spring pressure. A 45-70 seating-
crimping die con be odopted to reload 45-60'
simply by having chout o 0.25° ground off of the
die’s base in a lathe.

Winchester introduced the .45-60 with 300-
groin leod bullets. Any such bullet meant for
45.70 relooding will work with the 45-60, if
sized properly. | dlugged the barrel on this new
Model 1876 and found it measured between
0456" and 0457", Therefore bullets meo-

l ong ago | shortened 100 rounds of Federal

suring 0.457" to 0.458" in
diometer are just right. |
had three such in inven-
tory — on Oregon Trall
version weighing right of
300 groins and two | had

check, flatnose design, it carelessly loa

weighed 324 groins cost [bieredy Sy

from  1:20 fin-to-lead

alloy. My second suitable cast bullet wos dropped
from Lyman mould 457122 It is o hollowpeint
weighing 336 grains of the some alloy. Oregon
Trail's bullet carried their hord lubricant. Mine
were fixed with the much softer SPG lube.

Critical Length

One caveat obout reloading these bullets in
the .45-60 is overall loaded cartridge length for
proper funchioning through the Model 1876 is
2.10% If the rounds are longer they cannot be
raised out of the magazine by the cartridge

This is a good reason fo shoot
GO RGN o new Model 1874 instead
mould 45-300FN. A gos- ELCELN LT ET T T

one was blown up with a

lifter. In such o situgtion,
they must be fished back
out of the looding gote,
and believe me that is o
major pain in the butt. |
know from experiencel
Therefore, the RCBS 45-
JO0FN can be aimped in
the proper groove in 1.89"
eases and give the correct
overall cortridge length.
Thot is not possible with either the Oregon Trail
300 grain, or Lymon's 457122, They must be
seated so the erimp is applied just above the
supplied erimping groove. This is no problem ot
al IFH the case is f?igd with black powder — the
bullet then has no place to go. With smokeless
loads the bullet could be puihad back in the case
by mogazine spri

Here's what | dw EI:BS bullet was seated
ond crimped normally. The Lyman bullet was
seated over o case full of black rand then
o light crimp applied over the bullet’s ogive. A

smokeless

The Cimarron/Uberti Model 1876 .45-60 is in full recoll from o block powder round. |
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single Dregon Trall 300-grain bullet wos seated
in on empty but sized and belled cose. | then
pushed the bulle! against the wooden edge of
my reimdmg bench with oll of my tonsiderable
might. It did not budge o fradion, so | then
looded it aver smokeless powder charges, confi-

dent if | couldn’t force the bullet rearwards in the
tase, then the magazine spring wouldn't either.
It didn't, All of these 45-60 handlaods fed ond
functioned through the new

| looked wp the ballistics of original block
Ewdw A5-60 factory loads. A reprint of an
B99 Winchester catolog said from o Model
1885 Winchester Single Shet rifle with 30°
barrel the 45-60's 300-grain bullet should
be doing 1,271 Ips. They olso sald such o
load would penetrate 111/2 pine boards of 1°
thickness at 15

My pick of smokeless powder for reloading

Model 1876 with perfection.
Its magozine will hald 10
rounds and several fimes |
filled it ond then pumped it
dry quickly, [Sometimes | like
fost shooting, tool)

Data

lood for o cariridge
ke the 45-60, for which E™S

monual offers dota? First, Blia

1873 production they made 2,599
of those pistol-cartridge lever guns,
The next vear brought 2,598 Model
I873'. and then in 1876 11,825 were
p:'ﬂduccd. Conversely, in 1876, only
1,429 of the new rifle-size Winchester
]c\crbunx were made, followed by
only 2,149 in 1877, and 4.387 in 1878,
Then, in 1879, the figure dropped 1o a
meager 1,003,

So what does any self-respecting
gun company do when sales drop
off? They introduce new calibers, of
course, [They still do that) Soin 1879
they announced both 45-60 WCF
and 5095 WCF chamberings. Both
used only 300-grain bullets over their
respective powder charges, In 1381,
along came the .40-60 WCF, one of
the pumest cartridges ever put nto
i full-size rifle, Its 210-grain bullet
couldn’t even break 1,500 fps.

Cimarron’s Debut

Finally we get to Cimarron’s new
Model 1876, for which the first cham-
bering offered 15 45-00. Many times |
have written that of all the imported
firearms coming over from Italy, the
Uberti Model 1873 are my favorites.
They put darn good barrels in those
guns, and in general their fit and
finish are a step above other Italian-
made rifles and handguns. 've owned
several and never had a bad one.

This new Uberti Model 1876 mir-
rors those mice Model 1873 in every
way. Fil and finish are very good. The
wood 1s European walnut and figured.
The rifle’s receiver 15 color case-
hardened, along with the lever and
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The three loads test
fired in the Cimarron/
Uberti Model 1876 .45-

S0 how :ﬁth you go ?5';2: gn m;_m::rﬂdcgﬁum ’Fﬂ;
woming up o smo " ﬂs*"‘

FN wih‘l loade

324-grain RCBS 45-300FN [kl AL
ded round and
O Tl 338-grain Lyman 457122

round. RCBS ond Oregon Trail bullsts.

almost oll ontique ond/or
obsolate big-bore rifle cor-
tridges with lead alloy bullets
Is Accurate’s 5744, Therefors,
| began working with it and
the RCBS bullet When a
tharge weight of 24

wos reached, the 287 borrel
of the new Model 1875 gave o
velodty of 1,267 fps. | figured
round,

and storted shooting on poper
with thot charge ond both

For shooting the Cimarmon/Uberti
Model 1876 Duke usaed Swiss 1.5
Fg black powder with Federal

215 primers and Accurate 5744
smokeless powder with Winchester
Large Rifle primers.

Also | should mention | found through trial
und error the Lyman hollowpaint cast bullet
would seat to the proper depth over a charge
of 55 graing of Swiss 112 Fg block powder, with
o 0.060° vegetoble fiber wod ploced between
powder and bullet. Primers for the smokeless

wier loads were Winchester Lorge Rifle and
gr the black powder lood, the hotter Federo
215 Lorge Rifle Mognum. The 45-60 hand-
Ioading chores were as simple as that. =%

CIMARRON ARMS MODEL 1876 .45-60 28" BARREL

Weight
(mrains, type)

Charge
(weight, grains)

300 RN/FP

24

324 RNFP

24

336 HP

55

Notes: All leads fired at 100 yards in five shot groups excapt where noted.
Chronograph figure compiled with PACT Professional Madel chronograph. Four
S-shot groups fired at 100 yards were averaged for group and velbocity.
*Only 3-shot groups were fired with the black powder load,

Brass was Federal 4570 shortened to 1.89°. Winchester Large Rifie
primers used for smokeless loads. Federal 215 Large Rifle Magnum prnimers
used for the black powder load. Oregon Trail 300-grain ANFP bullet was
0,457, RCBS and Lyman cast bullet designs wera sized 0.458°,

hammer. Uberti colorease-hardening
does not match original Winchester's,
but iL is attractive in s own right.
The new rifle’s barrel, magazine tube,
xibhh rore.irm cap, dust cover and
buttplate are all deeply blued. And
lastly, there is that attractive brass
cartridge lifter so distinctive to both
Models 1873 and [876.

Here are a couple of details about
the steel buttplate. First, it has a
right and proper deep crescent ‘-h-lpﬂ.‘
Second, it has a trapdoor in it for
storing a jointed cleaning rod —
also nght and proper. None of the
Uberti Mﬂdei 1873 1 have ever seen
have had the butiplate trapdoor, so
finally seeing it in the new Model 1870
1s pleasing.

Sights on the new Model 1876 are
dlso correct, consisting of u buckhorn
rear adjustable for elevation by the
usual notched shider. Windage can

be changed by drifting the sight in its
dovetail. The front sight 15 the usual
blide type, andit too can be drilted in
its dovetail, (Whichever gun'riter gets
this new Model 1876 next should be
happy with me. As | received it from
Cimarron Arms, it shot very low and
a considerable distance to the right.
I now have it sighted in perfectly —
with my handloads at least.)

Handloads Only —
For Now

And speaking of handloads, | have
been reloading the 45-60 WCF for
over 15 years for use inan original
Winchester of 1881 vintage, Since
originals are so old, and most of their
receivers likely forged of iron instead
of steel, 1 recommend they only be
fired with black powder ammunition.
Certminly it's a minor pain Lo clean
up afterwards, but certainly less of a
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The 1876 Winchester was the firm's Hﬁffnr;yhhublg-ﬁﬂirﬂmﬂmwghﬂmﬂ fer enly $2 more than the 1873
an

to this 1884 Hibbard, Bartett ¢

1890% with less than 64,000
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few were actually seld. It was discontinued in the late
Although the catalog states the 1876 is o 12-shot, it is, in fact, a 10-shot riffe.
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pain than picking pieces of steel out
of your noggin because you blew up
a valuable old original. (A friend did
exuctly this to a $4,000 Model 1876
Winchester, but luckily mannged (o
avoid the flying preces when it let go.)

Two great atlractions of the new
LibertifCimarron  collaboration are
(1) they won't be costing $4,000, and
(2) il you use some coOmmMONsense,
there is no reason they can’t be fired
with pmﬁ:r smokeless powder han-
dloads. Because of their toggle-link
breech-locking system these new
Maodel 18705 still are not strong rifles,
but shooting smokeless powders in
them with foads duplicaring black
powder velocities and pressures will be
1 Fmblmh

The new Cimarron Model 1876
shot al 100 vards just as [ figure such
a rifle wearing only a buckhorn rear
and blade front should shoot. Aver-
ages of four, 5-shol groups ran just
over 3% with the smokeless powder
loads. A couple ol individual 5-shot
groups went down around 2%, and a
couple went as large as 4",

For the black powder load, the
average was nearly the same for 3-shot
groups. Why only three shots with the
black powder loads? Because by the
time five rounds were fired, Lthe barrel
was fouling up and some wide flyers
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The .45-60 is one of lifes more plea-
surable carfridges fo shoof. For size
comparisen, the new Cimarron/Uber-
H Model 18756 [lop gun) is demonsira-
bly larger than the Cimarren/Uber
Model 1873 .44-40 [bottom gun).

The rear sight on the new
Cimarron/Uberti Mode/
1876 is a traditional
buckhorn type.

were happening. That's normal and it
happens with my onginal Winchester
Model 1876 also, and with just about
every Maodel 1876 and Model 1886
regard less of caliber 1 have test fired
with black powder loads.

Here’s an interesting tidbit, 1 have
a baffle box holding 12 Ix6" pine
planks. All three 45-60 handloads
were fired into it from 15 and all
penetrated the 12 boards and sailed
into the dirt bank behind. This 45-60
with 300- to 336-grain bullets might
not be an elk nfle, but it would surely
be a good one for deer al modest
ranges as long as you don’t have o
pack it too far.

This first — and so far only — new
UbertifCimarron Arms Model 1876

replica 43-60 15 a fine rifle l?- anyone's

standards. It looks good. lunctioned
flawlessly and shot as accurately as
the sights will allow {at least with
my 57-year-old eyes). The only thing
I would change on il would be to
have its tang drilled and tapped for
mounting a tang sight. And speaking
of druthers, [ hope they will bring us
a carbine version before too long. %’hc
only other stumbling block 1s a lack
of factory ammunition. It still doesn’t
exist, but I know al feast one ammuni-
tion company is looking at the idea.
Coming up with suntable briass s easy.
The 45-60 carlridge case is merely
the 45-70 shoriened from 200" to
1.89"° My puess is we'll see it before
too long. ™%




